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Seventy-Five Yéars on [the
Richmond.

— i

1847—1928,

James Ainsworth’s Reminiscences
' No. 3.

(From Ballina ‘‘Beacon.’’)

A reeent proposal to remove the
graveg from the old cemetery at East
Ballina in order to open the enclosure

« as a pleasure ground for holiday-seekers
at least suggests that a time has ar-
rived when a little more ehould be
known of this picturesque and historie
spot. Prior to my arrival on the river
in* 1847, there had been mno deaths
among the settlers, and it was not un-
til the following year that the grim
Reaper made his first eall among them.
Jack Farrell had previously worked as
a mate with my father at Raymond
Terrace in the shipbuilding yards of
Marshall and Rowe. He joined the
settlement at East Ballina in 1848. In
accordance with the gemeral custom of
those days, he was also upon occasions
an imbiber of ardent spirits. The

[ schooner Luwey Ann had only just re-
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turned from Sydney with a supply of
rum fresh out of bond and lay off
Brown’s Bay (known after as Mobbs’
Bay) alongside a raft of cedar. Far-
rell, after midnight, rowed over to the
i  schooner from East Ballina for a couple
of bottles of the liquor, but when ecross-
ing the raft to the ship after mooring
the boat it was supposed that he fell
between two of the logs and was
drowned. His body was recovered from
the river near l‘-‘ishery Creek and was
interred on the extreme point of the
old cemetery, where Thomas Ains-
worth’s grave was afterwards placed.
Farrell was the first of the white set-
tlers to obey the final summons, and
his body was the first to be buried
where in after years the remains of so
many ‘‘forefathers of the hamlet’’
were solemnly laid to rest. The spot
chosen for the burial was selected be-
cause it was the most convenient to
the settlement by land and was along-
gide deep water, which permitted easy
access by boat. It was also a clear,
grassy knoll, with soft semi-sandy goil -
situted on a commanding and seclnded
eminence. All subsequent deaths were
followed by intermenfs at the same
place until at last the whole of the
land now enclosed was definitely dedi-
cated by the Crown as ‘‘an area for
the preservation of graves.”” The
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