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Seventy-Five

Yearson the
Richmond.

1847—1922.

James Ainsworth'sReminiscences

No.3.

(From Ballina"Beacon.'')

A recentproposalto removethe
gravesfromthe old cemeteryat East
Ballinain orderto open the enclosure

at leastsuggeststhata timehas ar-
rivedwhen a littlemore shouldbe
knownof this

picturesque

and historic

spot.Priorto my arrivalon the river

in 1847,therehad been no deaths

amongthe
settlers,

and it was not un-
til the followingyear that the grim

Reapermade his firstcall amongthem.
Jack Farrellhad previouslyworkedas
a matewithmy fatherat Raymond

Terracein the
shipbuilding

yardsof
Marshalland Rowe. He joinedthe

settlement
at East Ballinain 1848.In

accordance
with the generalcustomof

thosedays,he was also upon occasions

an imbiberof ardentspirits.The
schoonerLucy Ann had only just re-
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turnedfrom Sydneywith a supplyof
rum freshout of bondand lay off
Brown'sBay (knownafteras Mobbs'

(Bay)alongside
a raftof cedar.Far-

rell,after midnight,rowedover to the
schoonerfromEastBallinafor a couple

of bottlesof the liquor,but whencross-

ing the raftto the shipaftermooring

the boat it was supposedthat he fell
betweentwo of the logs and was

drowned.His body was recoveredfrom
the rivernearFisheryCreekand was

interredon the extremepointof the
old cemetery,where ThomasAins-

worth'sgrave was afterwardsplaced.
Farrellwas the firstof the whiteset-
tlersto obeythe finalsummons,and

his bodywas the firstto be buried

wherein afteryearsthe remainsof so
many

"forefathers
of the hamlet"

were solemnlylaid to rest.The spot
chosenfor the burialwas selectedbe-

causeit was the most
convenient

to

the
settlement

by landand was along-

sidedeepwater,whichpermittedeasy
accessby boat.It was alsoa clear,

grassyknoll,with soft
semi-sandy

soil
situatedon a commandingand secluded

eminence.All subsequent deathswere
followedby

interments
at the same

placeuntilat lastthe wholeof the
land now enclosedwas definitelydedi-

catedby the Crownas "an areafor
the preservationof graves."The
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Municipal Councilwas many yearsago
appointed

a trustfor its
protection

and
preservation.
Othergravesnearby includedthose

of MannyDavis,FredBacon,H. Wil-
liams,and W.

Wollett,

all of whom
wereamongthe

earliest groupof set-
tlers. Wollett,by the way,was burned

to deathat Duck CreekCamp.He

wentwitha nakedlightto procure

somerum froma keg whenit
exploded,

and settingfireto his clothingwas the
causeof his death.Capt.Copeland,

whosegraveis alsoa veryearlyone
in the same

vicinity,
was killedwhen

loadinghis
schooner,

The Waveof
Life,withpinelogsat KeithHall.

SOME OTHER NOTABLE'FIRSTS.'

Due prominencehas alreadybeen
givento the trekof the firstsettlers

fromthe Clarenceto Woodburnin 1842
and the

crossing
of the firstvessel

(''Sally")

overthe bar in the same
year,whileproperimportancehas been

attachedto the firstroads,the first
bullockteam,the firstsawpit,the first

publican,the firstselector,the first
sugarmill,the firstsaw mill,etc.,etc.

Thereare yet a numberof othersof
much moment.
The firstwhitechildbornon the river

was the lateJosephMaguire,of Tin-
tenbar,

son of Old Joe,of the
original


