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THE RICHMOND RIVER.

e - el
To THE EDITOR oF THE EMPILN.

B —In sssordanss with s sontersation whish I bad
with befors I loft Sydoey, in a clarioal capacity, for
the Hichmond River, in Augnstl last, [ pow send you
briof mecount of what I sonsider to bo m true stste of
things on this large river, the differoml localities of

ars said 1o ba inhabited by opwards of two
thounand males snd females, children and
sdulie. 8§ my arrival here | made an much lnguiry
sboul things in general, and paid an muok obasrvation
st oircumstanoes allowed me todo. My impressions
are the following, as fo the religions, edoestional,
moral, snd legsl sondition of the plees. A to religion,
thers is not, st present, & minister of religion stationed

oo the river, and, eoassquently, thars are no ordinances
of religion wegularly pertormed hers, Ths Rev. Mr.
Dove, the highly reapected minister of the Charch of
England, who appearsd to be an smish's snd grotle.
manly young man, lofl this river for soms other dis
triet in the interior sbont a fortnight sgo. An to tha

bility ol any olher minister baing settisd (n any
of this leer, T am of opinion that it is i possible
sugh an event to l:':l :Imr. -l“llh::l fands lr wup
hin &rs y soma ol partias (aay «
naionary ami than the imbabitanis of the place.
Al prasent ara nof, generally apeaking, inslined to
atiend the ffl.tunfo: Ihnlulll I."np::-l' th
'ull o snpport & minis A . pr an
s ly. nor, indaed, in any way et all. Ifa Ch’lr:n.h
of England al man fsn wment here, no doaby
the Bistop will ba responsible for & euf
fisient inoomas for bim te provide himesalf with

s honse or some houss of his own, snd with »
borse, or 8 boat to enahle him to go abont the distriots
1o dissharge bhis duly respselably and consistently, A
Preshytarian Bynod will be very wrong to send a miniatsr
o lshour om thin wiver, without providing him with
some fands or ineome, st all svenis, for one r, o
soshle him to try the place proparly, and to uh{.lr: I
eourss hers In araspesable manmer. This suggpestion
may bo also applicable to the caee of minis'era of any
ofher denomination. 1 know of no persons whe are in
& mors homilisting position, then thras ministers who
go sboul the sonntry in ronsrquencs ol 'he advice of -ome
erronecaa friend, without insome, withoul homs, gnd
without the necensary conveniences for travelling ;
vhoe are entirely  dependant upon  parmons
wha are andir no obligatioa to sccommodate them,
and who are often st the mercy of peraons of diflvent
tharacters amd disposition=. An te the Richmond River,
Ihere in no wanl of hoapitality here, so far as [ am awars
of; bnt, st tha same tme, (hal hospitality im ofien
shown by the hoats, and reoeived by the gnaste, st grest
Braenirnes saorifics of feslings 1o bath parties,
Th: oo is generally engaged in soms bawiness or ot her,
! lols it neccesary (o scoommodate himasll to those
wl' «lim he deals, and is fally oeonpled withi his own
buy o= by yeanon of which be i= not able ts spare his
gar & .1, hishogts norhie horssy, continually, st all svenia,
e 14 scoommodelion of the clergy, who are generally
asapponed, 1 arrenenualy, to be in e recnipt of an
smple income some quarter or other.

Bui thare io s fleld of ussluloess on ths Rishmond
River for & minister who may bo seoi here nndor favonr-
shla sireumaianess, patronised by respeetable parti
snd properly sapported out of somas cther (nads, nn
the prople of the distrist have lesrned to wpprosinte his
sirvieed, no ai Lo ba indoeed (o reies suTiclen) amoant of
loow! funds to sapport him,

Now, as to eduration, it i 8 melancholy facl that thers is
not s sohool ineny township on any part of this river. Thers
are sayeral townships hers, such an  Lialhne, Black wall,
Lismore, Opainn, snd soma otber losalit es, o sseh of
whish tho's in s lerge number of children rising up
withoni any sesulsr or religioas ins rustivn, on the Sab.
bath, nor on ths weak day. As o the mnoratity
of the people om  thin  river, it is such
#t ls geoerally found to bs the cass, whers Lhers ars
orither “H-El“l nor edisallcns] medns of nstriction
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peither religions nor edussticns! meanw of lostrietion
provided. hava oo plessare in entering Into the par.
tieolars of the angodiiness which prevails in thes lo-
calithen, and whioh are likely to rxtend, unless they are
wu; thecked by the preaching of the Gospel, eduos.
, and magisterial interfersnce.

An to the legul conditive of the plase, there is no

lion magistrats here. Sarely the Atioroey.

eneral, or the pressat Ministry, are not awere of the
magisterial wants of this distriel, or eles they would
iptale & polies magistrats on 1he Hivar, (o hold weelily
oouris st the difforsnl townslips. . At prescok Lbhere are
oenly hrmorary magisirates, man of business, fally cceon.
ﬁl‘, withont mueh tima to study the law, sud to sttend
to caser, 1o be fiund on or near thia river,

In ensam ol the moat lmuhd muanill, lisre ls no
redrvan to be had withogt going perhaps s hundred miles
for i1, through the hosh, or by waler, which s to many
persine too expensive, bolh as lo Lime snd money,
evon if they knaw the bush irack ; and the resnlt im,
the injurad partios endura injustics, ur take e law in
thair own hands, rather tham go on s joarney of &
bundred milen, which will ocosupy them weversl days, (o
sppoal 1o 8 Court of honorery megiatrates, whores ey are
not eerinin thers will ba s sufficient atten lanes of magis.
traten to forrm & Court. 1 have hsard of casen where

ins wore lon serionaly Injuied by assaul s fo go so
w1 have besrd of other rases in which persons had
neithar borses nor boals o go to Cesino, the only place
¥hire & maglstrate nits. I have also heard af persons
mmi their oluims to just debis, beeanse thay conld not
tommand the tims snd -ua-i: o 56 far lo elaim thel
right. Some tims mau-lll wan sent to tke Gow o
menl, wigned by ths ar-ontiers and sottlers on ths
River, and by (he masiers and awners of the ahips rad-
ing 1o the Hichmomd, his Exzesllency ta appoin
1 polies magisirsts lo the Richmond HRiver 1Matriot,
Perhaps thin letior may L soma ideas 1o 1he sdvo.
suten and the oppononts Biate-ald to religion, snd
o 1o those gentlemsn who advocats differiml syslema
of edoonilon. Lot them ask themsslves seriomsly, by
*hat means can  religion and  educsilon  be
ind im wneh  distriels a8 Lhe  Riehy snd

ver, where there In oo prospect  of loesl funds
being raised for the sopport of mimiders snd sehool.
mansters, sl all avents, st Arst, for & year or Lwo, antil thes
people are made to valus Beligion st d Edusstion, Thars

are & fow gentlemen up and down the river, who (eel an |

inlsrest in the establishment of Christisn ordinsnoes
and pehools, and who will, no doabt sontribule towards
tbair llwi. Among those T may mention Mr. Clark
'ﬂ'ii:.il Purlinmantary member for thin distriet, snd
putlsmen near Lismore and Ceaino. 1 may
also montion Mr. Henuh, who r-lilt?‘ in Maliland, bat
who has mereantiis premises at Dal ander the
snperintendency of Mr, M* o armnge.
mants for the convenirnt aosom of & eler
when he visita this township, Sinoe my arrival hare | have
been socommodated with & residenes snd plass to nffial.
s in on thoss premises : and i (he encouragement oo
the part of the populstion geserslly hsd be:n
::llf. I have no doubt but ths scsommodstion would
bern rxtended movordingly, For my own part ] am
entirely indebted to Mr, Heangh and b s nisads
hm sutsommodation. [ wes told 1hat Chureh
ﬂ', el o, -r‘n h:lﬂlihd Ballins, was simi.
secomm i i that gantismen was very Aif.
frently situsted from me, Ho wes in the reseipt of sn
inooma, whils | bava not recsived a shilling sings L un.
dorinok 1o visit the Rishmond River as & ol an,
:ll':Hm in making thoss wisloments iy lonu:ﬂ:l 8y.

and Uommitieen, the neoessity of sariona
:i“m balore perninda micisiers o run ihe
s #nd coma 1o wuch places as these with their lug.

mhﬂﬂmu-mﬂ- toa of an Insvme
& Uims, or soma funds in @ hands 1o mesi ths ex.
Pnben unavoldably sopnsoted with the petablishmeont of

:h:'“ﬂ.l-l’ micceanful Christian mission in ths dis-

T aasnslnds ke slallng thas sanvoniensss thal sre abeo. I
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1 coneluds by ﬂ-unﬁh- sonvoniensss thal are abwo.
jutely poorasary for the benolit of & mission on this
rver. The misslonary, or the olergrman, ought to he
pvided with &  oase of his vwn, whers he san Petive
opding to the requirements of his position. He
il t0 have 8 bores 1o ensbls him to visil the smail
ficigf #Nte  im  the bash ; and it would be bena.
port & 'he mission i he were able lo sup.
and vigitoat to go ap and down (ho  river,
snoh un oA 2T08hip situsted on il banks, O souree,
Bammitiogs £ 1M0L 08 thia involves an exnen<e, whith
shoald heye gt 10 sonsider, I do mot mean that e
1 do say thae [Rber of ssrvanis al his eommand, bul
him 1o rasom ought to have soms means o enatile
with bin bost. o 302 Of the biscks, for assiaticg him
Beboondid .fn;-n:“mm lnlnnhup mdhg;-n fb'

» snY wmore than e olwn,
cannol expset perwoms ., dn =yil ing hr’nulhlllui far

any long tima, althoagh he jo & «
foront ptrmfiltl. Lab war ;d’ :n;r HTTI'?. T;E.I::'Td‘::] d‘::‘;
lnh-t:.-d for nothiug then s pight's lodging, or =
monih's sccommodstion. Sometimes ey, .r-; gren
many skips st the bosds of the Hishmond Hiwe, They
:;: Rhi'r"r :l:lrg: [u:-‘::dn. The people of e Rioh.
W [i1 L]
~hants, and cedur culters, W A .
I am, Sir, k=
Richmod 1N ROBERT -, Presbyterisn slinister
w—\ntaber B, LAED, '
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